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CEDAR RAPIDS CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION (CRCRC) 
MEETING MINUTES 

December 18, 2019 5:30 p.m. 
Civil Rights Commission 

50 2nd Avenue Bridge 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

 
Commissioners Present: Mr. Leland Freie, Chair  
    Mr. Anthony Arrington, Vice Chair 

Ms. Salma Igram 
Mr. Keith Rippy 
Ms. Linda Topinka  
Dr. Ruth White 
 

Commissioners Absent: Mr. Esaie Toingar  
 
Staff Present: Mr. Bernie Walther, Investigator 

Ms. Stefanie Munsterman-Scriven, Investigator 
 Ms. Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant II / Intake Specialist 
 
I. Call to Order 

Commissioner Freie, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call/Introductions 
Commissioners and staff introduced themselves. 
 

III. Public Response 
No public response. 

 
IV. Approval of Minutes from November 20, 2019 meeting 

Commissioner Rippy moved to approve the minutes. Commissioner White seconded the motion, 
which was unanimously approved, with no discussion. 

 
V. Report from Chair 

Commissioner Freie, Chair, stated a new recruitment schedule was received from Mercer Group 
for the hiring of the Executive Director. Commissioner Freie reminded Commissioners 
applications will be reviewed at the January 8, 2020 Commission meeting. Commissioner Rippy 
asked how many applications Mercer Group plans to bring for review. Commissioner Freie stated 
he believes it will be approximately 12, but will confirm. Commissioner Rippy asked if the 
Commission will narrow the applicants to five. Commissioner Freie stated the Commission will 
narrow the applicants to between five and seven. Commissioner Rippy asked if Chair Freie, Vice 
Chair Arrington and representatives from the City of Cedar Rapids will conduct the interviews. 
Commissioner Freie confirmed that was correct and stated they were also planning to have an 
open house to meet the final applicants, but he does not see it on the recruitment schedule. 
Commissioner Freie stated he will confirm an open house will be held.  
 

VI. Committee Reports 
Development & Personnel Committee Liaison 
Commissioner Freie asked Alicia Abernathey how many responses were received via email for 
nominations of the Chair and Vice Chair. Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant II, stated 
four, out of seven, Commissioners responded and of those responses, it was unanimous for Leland 
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Freie to serve as Chair and Anthony Arrington to serve as Vice Chair. Commissioner Freie asked if 
the Commission needs to vote today to elect the Chair and Vice Chair. Ms. Abernathey stated the 
vote needs to wait to the first annual meeting, per the Commission’s ordinance.  
 
Commissioner Freie stated his term with the Commission will end in June 2020. Commissioner 
Freie asked if Commissioners were in agreement with making him Chair knowing he will come off 
the Commission in June. Commissioner Rippy stated the Commission could vote to make Leland 
Freie Chair from January to June 2020 and then hold another election.  
 
Marion Civil Rights Commission Liaison  
The Marion Civil Rights Commission liaison was not present. 
 

VII. Affordable Housing Commission Update 
Commissioner Rippy stated the Affordable Housing Commission (AHC) has been active for a year 
now and have been working to get things in order. Commissioner Rippy stated in January the 
AHC will set goals to guide actions going forward.  

 
Commissioners Arrington and Igram arrived at 5:39 p.m. 
 

Commissioner Rippy stated the question was raised if the AHC is an advocate group or not. 
Commissioner Rippy stated there are very qualified people on the AHC and the AHC will have an 
important role in the community. Commissioner Rippy stated the Commission will forever have a 
spot on the AHC and he is on the AHC currently representing the Commission. 
 
Commissioner Topinka asked if anyone on the AHC receives housing services. Commissioner 
Rippy stated he does not believe so, but he will mention it at the next AHC meeting.  
 

VIII. Director’s Report 
Bernie Walther, Investigator, stated Janet Abejo-Parker, Acting Executive Director, is currently out 
of the office and therefore he will provide the Director’s Report in her absence. Mr. Walther stated 
the January Commission meeting will be held on January 8 on the Mezzanine level of the Veterans 
Memorial Building. The meeting will contain a closed session to review the applications for the 
Executive Director position. Mr. Walther stated the 2020 Commission meeting schedule was 
included in the agenda packet. Mr. Walther stated the Commission office will be closed December 
24, December 25, and January 1 for holidays.  
 
Mr. Walther stated the November Outreach Report was included in the agenda packet. Mr. 
Walther stated highlights from the report include the Commission having a higher following on 
Instagram and staff conducting a refresher training for Skogman Realty, per their request.  
 
Mr. Walther stated there are a few events for Martin Luther King Jr. Day. The first is the 
Commission’s movie night on January 16. Mr. Walther stated it would be appreciated if a 
Commissioner could attend and do an introduction prior to the movie. Mr. Walther stated the 
movie in Teach Us All and focuses on Little Rock. Mr. Walther stated the movie was selected as it 
connects with the recent Not Without Me series at the African American Museum of Iowa. Mr. 
Walther stated the second event is the Commission’s public sector job fair. Mr. Walther stated the 
attendees will be the same as last year with the addition of College Community School District. Mr. 
Walther stated staff will advertise these events soon.  
 
Mr. Walther shared additional upcoming outreach events including the Housing Resource Fair on 
April 11 and the Community Cultural Celebration and Expo on March 7. Mr. Walther stated it 
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would be appreciated if a Commissioner could attend the Community Cultural Celebration and 
Expo to do an introduction prior to the event.  

 
IX. Fair Housing Presentation 

Mr. Walther provided a presentation as a refresher to Commissioners on Fair Housing laws. Mr. 
Walther stated he modified the Fair Housing presentation that is generally given to the public and 
added elements relevant to Commissioners. 
 
The Commission had a discussion on realtor steering.  

 
Commissioner White left the meeting at 6:18 p.m.  
 

Mr. Walther shared information on the new Iowa law making it a misdemeanor for housing 
providers to deny, or unreasonably delay, a reasonable accommodation for a service or emotional 
support animal.  
 
Commissioner Freie stated there should be additional presentations on other areas such as 
employment law.  

 
X. Adjournment 

Commissioner Rippy moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:28 p.m. Commissioner Igram seconded 
the motion, which was unanimously approved, with no discussion. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Alicia Abernathey 


